Previous Sunday meeting July 18

The President Reports:

Brilliant sunshine but soft moist ground made fiedl weeding
conditions at GAS/Group Area South on Mt Arawanaulihe,
Gosta, Doug, Rohan, Jenny and Arminel concentrated
Aaron’s RodVerbascum thapsya bagful of seedheads
removed) and runners of BlackbeRybus fruticosus
sheltering under the clumps of pasture grassasndticeable
that where we previously cleared near the rockroptahere’s
now a healthy association of thriving Native RasppRubus
parvifoliusand vigorous native grasses, especially Weeping
GrassMicrolaena stipoidesWeeds encourage weeds, while
local native plants like to grow with other localtive plants.
Further down, there’s a regenerating eucalyptttraeburned
for maybe three weeks after the 2003 fires Tha gy it was
smoldering away below the surface and only broke flame
the Sunday Jenny was walking past it. We also fauBticky
EverlastingXerochrysum viscosum flower.

The toilers cleared several large patches of wessdged them
with native grass seeds, and scattered cut blagkbanes over
the top to discourage grazers.

As the work party was close to the Ryans in KamPai,was
able to be official Tea Laddie, walking up with tieermoses at
3 pm. Malcolm joined us for afternoon tea, havirejked over
from Kathner Street, recording rabbit activity amarrens on
his way ¥

More on Sunday

* A Weeds ID event at Fisher Parkland was attended by
6 of our members who came away with bolstered denfie
regardingNassella tricotoma, N. neesiamadEragrostis
curvula Also demonstrated was the technique of frilling: an
incision allowing herbicide to be delivered straighthe
sapwood of a tree or its surviving epicormics, @lgphosate
mix depending on tree type.

»  Several family groups branched off the South Summit
Track at GAS, contouring along the steep hillsid®tgh the
native vegetation to the south west.

e Malcolm and Doug found and removed ouf"$4nus
radiata sapling near Arawang Homestead: 2.5 m tall.
(Whatever were they doing oveirere?)

» First record of aferagrostis curvulgplant at GAS:
removed and baggedt
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Future programme
Next meeting, Sunday August 18

e 1.30-4 pm

» revisiting the Euphorbia infestation. Removal or
herbicide application

* meet on the top of Cooleman Trig

» bring hat, gloves, hacker, drink, snack, raincbtis
wet. {¥

Ajay and the ants (cont)

Ajay Narendra is part of the research team studyiagigation
strategies in Jack Jumpers (Myrmecia croslandifackett
Arminel’'s account began in the April newsletter.

“Jack Jumpers

As the name suggests, these ants jump! They caibyimg
insects such as flies and moths, also feeding omigs slaters
and spiders. They have a nasty sting and some @edght be
allergic to it. How and why these ants jump is umkn and
this is being currently studied at the ANU. Howeaerecent
news report from the US suggested that jumping thete use
their mandibles as springs.

“Greenheaded Ants

These are common in suburban lawns. They raisenigtheir
own young, but also the young of a remarkable jitgrasa
stick insect that behaves rather like a cuckoo! Stiek insect’s
eggs look and smell like grass-seeds. These arec'tizd’ by
Greenheaded Ants. When the eggs hatch out, thé&yelod
smell like ant larvae, so they are raised undemglonith the
ant brood, to emerge next season and repeat the"cyc

Hours

Please remember to let Doug know your monthly tafljiours
worked on park carg¢inneydoug@hotmail.com

Doug sends the stats on to Sally who puts thereadeést use
she can.

For 2010:
January 150.5 hours February 175.35 hours
March  104.5 hours April 149.50 hours
May 123.30 hours  June 160.25 haurs
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What's around
Family: ASTERACEAE -asterGr. star.

Cymbonotus lawsonianusBear’s Ear

Native, with leaves erect or spreading, ovate to
lanceolate, to 25 cm long, 2-9 cm wide, entire
toothed; upper surface dark or lime green,

woolly.

outer involucral bracts spreading, 5-10 mm lon

mm long.

cymbosGr: boat, cup hotosback rf. convex
back of achene

Dr Isaac Lawson d. 1747. Printed and helped
finance “Systema Naturae” by Linnaeus

This plant is very prolific at present in lawns
and on nature strips, and in the early rosette
stage can be confused with the exotic

* Arctotheca calendula Capeweed

the exotic Echium plantagineumn the latter
case doubt is dispelled by checking the
underside of the leaves for white woolliness.

One cluster, of only 3 Cymbonotus plants, has
been found in the Kathner Street area to d£*

Heads 10—-20 mm diam., peduncle 0-9 cm long,
cottony hairy; involucral bracts 3-seriate, woolly,

Ray florets 10-20, yellow, corolla laminae 4-11

It is also easily confused with early rosettes g

pr

pubescent or nearly glabrous, lower surface white

Welcome:

to John, with the Friday Weeders again after 3

years up North
to Cindy, also with the Friday Weedets.

Spring flowers

Australian National Botanic Gardens,

Saturday 11 September to Sunday 10 October: 11dm an

2pm daily

Meet at the Visitor Centre for free guided walks
No bookings required.

Enquiries: call the Visitor Centre: 6250 95409.
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Work party Sunday July 25"
Arminel reports:

“Weston Creek Venturers, Scouts, Cubs and Joegsther with their
leaders and some parents, helped us get stuck'@tiascum thapsuend
Acacia baileyananear Darrell Place. Malcolm, Doug, Jenny and Rl |
a hand, providing supervision and guidance in geaf the diggers and
folding saws. Ranger Bob Burdick also came by, vieegl from a late
night dealing with injured wild-life.

“Everyone seemed to enjoy giving the good plantsennoom to grow,
and restoring habitat for birds, animals and lizaly cutting down fire-
prone invasive weeds, Cooleman Ridge becomes aatz for
bushwalking and bike riding. There was another fienall the kids
gained points towards the various awards and batigésnark their
scouting progress.

“Rain was threatening, so we gobbled the cupcakdgacked up early,
getting home as the temperature dropped.

“We hope to work again with this cheerful and walffanised group of
volunteers.¥x

Australian Plant Family Recognition

As mentioned in June, this very useful tutorial Waseloped by Geoff
Burrows, Senior Lecturer at Charles Sturt Universit
http://www.csu.edu.au/herbarium/

It was found that the tutorial could not be accdss®ng Internet
Explorer. With Firefox 3.6 (free download) theresna problemsx

Environmental Law fact sheets

The Environmental Defender’s Office ACT (EDO) haeguced a series
of eleven Environmental Law Fact Sheets. Thesesfaetts are designed
to give plain English background knowledge of AGWieonmental laws.

Copies of these updated fact sheets are availalitemat
www.edo.org.au/edoactlso by contacting the EDO office on 6243 3460
or edoact@edo.org.adi

CommunityActionGrants

More information about the 2010-11 round is avddain
WWW.Nrm.gov.alk:

Walk and talk: trees of Mt Ainslie

Local ecologist Michael Doherty will be guiding @€ Walk through
various types of woodlands to remnant snow gumigloant Ainslie.

When: Sunday 22 August, 2-4pm
Where: meet at Kellaway St/Phillip Ave nature paritrance
Enquiries: phone: Jeanette on 6247 7648 or gmaiton@gmail.con¥:

Myrtle Rust

This is an exotic fungal diseag®t was recently detected in Australia on
nursery production properties. It is known to infawariety of genera in
the family Myrtaceae. The pathogen has not yet fi@emnd on wild bush
plants.

A Quarantine Zone has been enacted for Gosford arahgviyocal
Government Areas. In NSW Myrtle Rust is a notifeapkst under the
Plant Disease Act

See:www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/plant/myrtle-rugt
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